
955 School Street 

Napa, CA 94559
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CITY OF NAPA

MEETING MINUTES - Draft

CITY COUNCIL

Mayor Scott Sedgley 

Vice Mayor Liz Alessio

Councilmember Mary Luros 

Councilmember Bernie Narvaez 

Councilmember Beth Painter

3:30 PM City Hall Council ChambersTuesday, August 17, 2021

3:30 PM Afternoon Session

6:30 PM Evening Session

3:30 P.M. AFTERNOON SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: 3:33 P.M.

1.A.  Roll Call:

Councilmember Luros, Councilmember Narvaez, Councilmember Painter, Vice 

Mayor Alessio, and Mayor Sedgley

Present: 5 - 

2.  AGENDA REVIEW AND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS:

City Clerk Carranza announced the following supplemental documents:

Item 3.A.: PowerPoint Presentation by Dr. Amy Herold.

Item 3.B.: Proclamation

Item 4.:

 - Email from Theresa Karr, on behalf of Senator Dodd

 - Email from Amy Martenson

 - Email with letter from Lauren Niehaus, Director of Government Relations 

for Harvest Health & Recreation, Inc.

(Copies of all supplemental documents are included in Attachment 1)

3.  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:
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August 17, 2021CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - Draft

3.A. 307-2021 COVID-19 Update from Queen of the Valley Hospital's Chief Medical 

Officer, Amy Herold, M.D.

(See supplemental document in Attachment 1)

Dr. Amy Herold, Chief Medical Officer, Providence Queen of the Valley 

Medical Center, provided the report via video conference.

Mayor Sedgley brought the discussion back to Council. Dr. Herold 

responded to brief questions from Council.

3.B. 303-2021 Recognition of Sheila Esser, Accounting and Audit Supervisor

(See supplemental document in Attachment 1)

Mayor Sedgley and members of City Council presented a proclamation to 

Sheila Esser, Accounting and Audit Supervisor, on the occasion of her 

retirement. 

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT:

Leigh Glasgow, Nurse at the Queen of the Valley Hospital  - shared the 

current situation for the bed side nurse, and shared her personal 

experiences.

Kim Butts, Nurse, at the Queen of the Valley Hospital - spoke regarding 

current staffing restrictions and challenges. 

Billie Riley, Nurse at the Queen of the Valley Hospital - shared personal 

experiences, spoke regarding COVID-19 care, encouraged hand hygiene, 

masks and getting vaccinated.

Lucy - Queen of the Valley Hospital employee - spoke regarding COVID-19 

care at the hospital and shared personal experiences, noted concerns with 

limited staffing and resources. Asked the public to take steps to prevent 

COVID-19.

Jim Hinton, resident -  questioned practices of the staff at the Queen of the 

Valley Hospital, voiced concerns regarding the effectiveness of the 

COVID-19 vaccine and suggested homeopathic methods to build 

immunity.

5.  CONSENT CALENDAR:
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August 17, 2021CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - Draft

Approval of the Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Councilmember Luros, seconded by Vice Mayor Alessio, 

to approve the Consent Agenda with item 5.D. pulled for public comment. The 

motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Luros, Narvaez, Painter, Alessio, and Sedgley5 - 

5.A. 301-2021 City Council Meeting Minutes

Approved the August 3, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes.

5.B. 281-2021 Monthly Budget and Investment Statement

Received the Monthly Budget and Investment Statement as of June 30, 2021.

5.C. 265-2021 Gann Appropriation Limits for Fiscal Year 2021/22

Approved Resolution R2021-081 establishing the Gann appropriations limit for 

Fiscal Year 2021/22.

Enactment No: R2021-081

5.D. 216-2021 Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations, Event Planning & Related 

Services for Tourism Promotion

The item was pulled for public comment.

Jim Hinton, resident - posed questions regarding the compensation of the 

consultants and shared that he would like to see money spent to advertise 

in other cities to attract out-of-town visitors. 

Councilmember Luros shared that the services agreement was attached to 

the staff report and included a full scope of work and rate structure. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Luros, seconded by Vice Mayor Alessio, 

to approve a Service Agreement with D. Augustine & Associates, Inc. for 

Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations, Event Planning & Related Services for 

Tourism Promotion for the term of July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022 for an amount 

not-to-exceed of $450,000, funded by assessment revenue from the Napa Valley 

Tourism Improvement District. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Luros, Narvaez, Painter, Alessio, and Sedgley5 - 

5.E. 277-2021 Authorization to participate in the Department of Defense Firefighter 

Property (FFP) Program

Adopted Resolution R2021-082 authorizing the Fire Chief to execute a 

Cooperative Agreement with the State of California for participation in the 

Department of Defense Firefighter Property (FFP) Program.

Enactment No: R2021-082
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5.F. 283-2021 Authorization to participate in the Federal Excess Personal Property 

(FEPP) Program.

Adopted Resolution R2021-083 authorizing the Fire Chief to execute a 

Cooperative Agreement with the State of California for participation in the 

Federal Excess Personal Property (FEPP) Program in accordance with the United 

States Forest Service Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act (CFAA).

Enactment No: R2021-083

5.G. 285-2021 On-Call Structural Engineering Services

Authorized the Public Works Director to execute on behalf of the City agreements 

with two structural engineering consulting firms: (1) ZFA Structural Engineers; 

and (2) Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, Inc. for task-order based on-call structural 

engineering services, each in an amount not to exceed $500,000.

5.H. 286-2021 On-Call Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing Engineering Services

Authorized the Public Works Director to execute on behalf of the City agreements 

with three mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineering consulting firms: (1) 

Axiom Engineers, (2) Glumac, and (3) Costa Engineers for task-order based 

on-call mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineering services, each in an 

amount not to exceed $500,000.

5.I. 287-2021 On-Call Environmental Consulting Services

Authorized the Public Works Director to execute on behalf of the City agreements 

with three environmental consulting firms: (1) Nichols Consulting Engineers, 

Chtd.; (2) LSA Associates, Inc.; and (3) GHD, Inc., for task-order based on-call 

environmental consulting services, each in an amount not to exceed $500,000.

5.J. 305-2021 Maintenance of Public Streets in the Unincorporated County

Adopted Resolution R2021-084 authorizing the City Manager to execute 

agreements with the County of Napa to provide City forces to maintain public 

streets in the unincorporated county and determining that the actions authorized 

by this resolution are exempt from CEQA.

Enactment No: R2021-084

6.  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS:
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6.A. 273-2021 Proclamation of Local Emergency to Respond to the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19)

City Manager Potter provided the report which included an update on 

COVID-19 case numbers and information regarding Assembly Bill No. 832 

which provided additional rent relief assistance to those facing financial 

hardships due to COVID-19. 

Mayor called for public comment; there were no requests to speak. 

Vice Mayor Alessio spoke regarding case numbers and provided 

additional housing resources.

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Alessio, seconded by Councilmember Painter, 

to continue the Proclamation of Local Emergency authorizing the City Manager 

to take actions necessary to respond to the Coronavirus (COVID-19); and ratify 

actions taken by the City Manager in implementation of the Proclamation of 

Local Emergency. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Luros, Narvaez, Painter, Alessio, and Sedgley5 - 

6.B. 243-2021 League of California Cities Voting Delegate

Mayor Sedgley suggested that Vice Mayor Alessio be appointed; she 

voiced her willingness to serve. Discussion ensued regarding appointment 

of the alternate member. 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Alessio, seconded by Councilmember Painter, 

to appoint Vice Mayor Alessio as the Voting Delegate and Councilmembers 

Painter and Narvaez as Alternates to the League of California Cities Annual 

Business Meeting, for the Annual Conference & Expo - September 22-24, 2021. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Luros, Narvaez, Painter, Alessio, and Sedgley5 - 

7.  COMMENTS BY COUNCIL OR CITY MANAGER: None.

8.  CLOSED SESSION:

City Attorney Barrett announced the Closed Session item.

8.A. 321-2021 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—EXISTING LITIGATION 

(Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)): U.S. District Court, Northern 

District of California, Case No. 19-CV-06898-VC.

CITY COUNCIL RECESS: 4:28 P.M.

6:30 P.M. EVENING SESSION
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9.  CALL TO ORDER: 6:30 P.M.

9.A.  Roll Call:

Councilmember Luros, Councilmember Narvaez, Councilmember Painter, Vice 

Mayor Alessio, and Mayor Sedgley

Present: 5 - 

10.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

11.  AGENDA REVIEW AND SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS:

City Clerk Carranza announced the following supplemental items:

Item 13.A.:

 - PowerPoint Presentation by City Staff

 - Emails from the following:

     * Reed Onate

     * Kerry Ahearn, Aldea Chief Executive Officer 

     * Monica Silva

     * Stuart Goldie

     * Alan Charles Dell'Ario

     * Robert Silva

     * Ellen Pinto

     * Nicole Angrisani from CostaLaw

     * Skip Keyser

     * Timothy Martin

     * Garrett Boles

     * Michael LeBlanc containing 74 letters of support

(Copies of all supplemental documents are included in Attachment 2)

12.  PUBLIC COMMENT:

(See supplemental document in Attachment 2)

Elsa Vare, resident - shared concerns regarding the City of Napa's 

Building Codes and asked for an updated ordinance.

Jim Hinton, resident - spoke regarding weed abatement, and shared 

concerns regarding water usage at the Expo.

13.  PUBLIC HEARINGS/APPEALS:
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13.A. 256-2021 Ace & Vine Card Room 24 Hour Operation

(See supplemental documents in Attachment 2)

Mayor Sedgley opened the public Hearing.

Senior Planner Michael Allen provided the staff report.

Mayor Sedgley asked for disclosures; Mayor and Council provided them.

Applicant Michael LeBlanc provided an opening statement in which he 

further reviewed the project, and the request to expand the operating hours.

Jeff Dodd on behalf of the Ace and Vine Team provided additional 

remarks in support of the expansion.

Mayor Sedgley opened public testimony.

Greg Gregory, resident - spoke in support, but asked that if an outdoor tent 

be needed in the future, it not be authorized.

Frank, resident - spoke in support.

Rick Vasquez, resident - spoke in support.

Eric Daniel, resident - spoke in opposition. 

Myles - spoke in support.  

Mark Pickens, General Manager of Ace and Vine - spoke in support. 

Kendra, resident - spoke in support.

Michael Galyen, Owner of Napa Sport and Food and Beverage Director of 

Ace and Vine - spoke in support.

James Hinton, resident - spoke in opposition.

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Alessio, seconded  by Councilmember 

Luros to close the public testimony. The motion carried unanimously. 

There was no rebuttal from the applicant team.

Mayor brought the discussion back to Council.
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August 17, 2021CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - Draft

Council questions ensued. 

Police Chief Gonzales responded to questions regarding calls for service 

and security.

City staff and the applicant team responded to questions regarding 

security, restaurant operations and fees.

Individual Council comments ensued.

A motion was made by Councilmember Narvaez, seconded by Councilmember 

Painter, to adopt Resolution R2021-085 approving a Use Permit to expand the 

operating hours of the Ace & Vine's Card Room at 505 Lincoln Avenue to 24 hours 

a day and determining that the actions authorized by this resolution are exempt 

from CEQA. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Narvaez, Painter, and Sedgley3 - 

No: Luros, and Alessio2 - 

Enactment No: R2021-085

14.  REPORT ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION:

City Attorney Barrett announced that there was no reportable action taken 

in Closed Session.

15.  COMMENTS BY COUNCIL OR CITY MANAGER: None.

16.  ADJOURNMENT: 8:15 P.M.

Submitted by:

_______________________________

Tiffany Carranza, City Clerk
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS  
Office of the City Clerk  

City Council of the City of Napa 
Regular Meeting 

August 17, 2021 

FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NAPA: 

AFTERNOON SESSION:  

3. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

3.A.  COVID-19 Update from Queen of the Valley Hospital's Chief Medical Officer, Amy Herold,
M.D.

 PowerPoint Presentation by Dr. Amy Herold.

3.B.  Recognition of Sheila Esser, Accounting and Audit Supervisor
 Proclamation.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT:
1) Email from Theresa Karr on behalf of Senator Dodd received on August 13, 2021.
2) Email from Amy Martenson received on August 14, 2021.
3) Email with letter attached from Lauren Niehaus, Director of Government Relations for Harvest

Heath & Recreation, Inc. received on August 16, 2021.

Page 1 of 19

ATTACHMENT 1 

Page 9 of 201



Napa City Council 
Update:  

8/17/2021

Dr. Amy Herold

Chief Medical Officer, 
Providence Queen of the 
Valley Medical Center

City Council Meeting
8/17/2021
Supplemental I - 3.A.
From: Dr. Amy Herold
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Hospital Covid‐19 Admission Trends
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Covid Hospital Visits by Age
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Covid Hospital Visits by Ethnicity
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Current Hospital Impact

Covid Unit nearly full

Emergency Department full

Lack of staff (nationwide) impacts surgical scheduling and procedures

CDPH Mandates and AFLs (all facility letters)
• All healthcare workers must be vaccinated or tested twice weekly
• Shortage of testing supplies

• Limit visitors to the hospital and they must show proof of vaccination or negative test
• At QVMC visitation limited to pediatric, maternity and end‐of‐life care

• Daily ICU bed counts and mandatory acceptance of ICU patients
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Covid 
patient

Granddaughter
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CITY OF NAPA 

PROCLAMATION 

 

 

Honoring Sheila Esser 
Accounting and Audit Supervisor 

August 17, 2021 
 

WHEREAS,  Sheila Esser was hired as an Accountant in the Finance Department on April 20, 
1998, and was subsequently appointed to Acting Accounting and Audit Supervisor 
on January 1, 2006, and was promoted to Accounting and Audit Supervisor on 
January 1, 2008; and  

WHEREAS, through her conscientious and collaborative work ethic and extreme patience, 
Sheila has maintained our payroll system, rising above the chaos to ensure 
everyone is paid accurately and timely; and   

 
WHEREAS, Sheila has always been an advocate for employees and is always available to 

answer questions and share her benefits and finance expertise and knowledge; and   
 
WHEREAS, Sheila has always provided strong leadership and support to her staff with her 

approachable management style and ‘everything is fixable’ attitude; and  
 
WHEREAS, as a 30-year public servant and 23-year veteran of the Finance Department, 

Sheila’s commitment and dedication to the City and her fellow City employees is 
admirable and much appreciated by all, and her expertise, collaboration and 
passion will be missed. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Scott Sedgley, Mayor of the City of 
Napa, along with the City Council, do hereby recognize Sheila Esser for her many 
contributions, dedication, and commitment to the City of Napa and to its citizens and wish her 
well in her retirement and future endeavors. 
 
Dated:  August 17, 2021 
 
 
 

 

SCOTT SEDGLEY, MAYOR 
CITY OF NAPA 
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From:                                             Liz Alessio
Sent:                                               Friday, August 13, 2021 6:14 PM
To:                                                  Clerk
Cc:                                                   Steve Po�er
Subject:                                         Fw: Answers to Rent Relief Ques�ons
 

Categories:                                   Pending
 
Please share with all of Napa City Council the below information from Senator
Dodd's office. 
 
Thank you,
Liz
 

   
      

     
   

     
    

     
     

     
     

 
     
     

     
     

     
   

    
 
[EXTERNAL]
I hope all is going well with rent relief applications being submitted and processed.
 
I apologize for the length of time it has taken to get answers to questions received.  It was
not a lack of asking it was a delay in receiving answers.  The answers below were given
from HCD.  I hope these help and if you have any other questions feel free to forward to
me and I will try to get you answers.
 

Tenants that have vacated owing rent. What is the process for collecting this owed
rent?

If a tenant is no longer living in the unit but has COVID-19 related rental debt and meets
household income requirements they can apply for rent assistance, however, the landlord must
also apply for the program. HCD will only pay landlords directly in these situa�ons.
 

How will the rent given to tenants whose landlords refuse to participate be tracked?
What if tenants just take the money and run? 

Tenants sign an a�esta�on document in the applica�on that they agree to pay the landlord any
funds received from this program within 15 days. Falsifica�on of documents or any material
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falsehoods or omissions in an applica�on to this program are subject to state and federal criminal
penal�es. 
 

Rents going forward beginning with April 2021 what is the process to apply 1)
tenants who still owe rent and previous applications have been submitted and no
funds have been released or notified if payment is on the way 2) Arrears rent
received from 4/2020 to 3/2021 anticipating no rent payments or perhaps 25% rent
for April, May, June, July, August, September?

If tenants have been paid, our system will automa�cally send a no�fica�on 60 days a�er payment
asking if they s�ll need addi�onal assistance. If they do, they can reopen their original applica�on
and include the addi�onal assistance they are reques�ng, up to 15 months assistance. Depending
on what documenta�on they provided as their income verifica�on, there may be a need to
recer�fy their income at that �me. Tenants and landlords should not open a new applica�on as
this will increase the processing �me of their request.
 

Is there a process for either party (landlord/tenant) to track each other’s application? 
If there are problems or missing information they may be able to assist one another
if they know what is missing and needed. Often landlords can assist their tenants
with needed documentation.

If tenant and landlord applica�ons are linked in the system, the landlord can check the status of
the applica�ons. Tenants do not have the ability to check the landlord applica�on status.
 

Landlord has received 80% of arrears rent and 25% for each 3 months April 2021-
June 2021. The landlord wants to know if he is going to receive another check for
20% of 80% already paid and if he is going to receive 75% for each 3 months April
– June and how does he apply for the next 3 months July 2021 – Sept. 2021?  Or,
does he have to wait until September 30th to apply for 100% of rent due July –
Sept.? 

Landlords and tenants who were "topped off" due to AB 832, will be topped off to 100%
of the rent currently owed on the rent ledger. Currently, our system will send an email to
tenants 60 days after they have been paid asking if they still have an additional need. They
are asked to reopen their existing application to apply for the additional assistance, up to
15 months. The follow-up emails are sent to the tenants only as they will need to re-certify
that they still have a need for rental assistance.
 
 
Theresa Karr
Theresa.karr@sen.ca.gov
T

 
“Things work out best for those who make the best of how things work out” – John
Wooden
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From:                                             PlanningCommission
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 8:15 AM
To:                                                  Patricia Baring
Subject:                                         FW: EHT Victorious in Federal Court Case Against the FCC on Wireless Radia�on

Limits
 

Good morning,
 
Please see the below message directed to the Planning Commission.
 
Thank you,
 
Patty Baring (she/her/ella) 
Secretary, Planning Division
                                             

Community Development Department, City of Napa   
1600 First Street, Napa, CA 94559 · PO Box 660
Phone (707) 257-9360                                                     
Email  pbaring@cityofnapa.org
Website  www.cityofnapa.org                                         
Social  www.facebook.com/CityOfNapa  ·  @CityOfNapa 

                     
We deliver professional
and responsive services to improve
the quality of life in our community.
 
Planning Division Customer Service Update:  City buildings re-opened to the public on July
6, 2021. We are open Monday through Thursday, from 8 AM to 5 PM; offices will be physically
closed to the public on Fridays. Every day, including Friday, community members will still be
able to access Planning staff and services by phone or by appointment. We respectfully ask

that all visitors to our facilities please wear a mask when indoors, as the safety of our community and our staff is
of the utmost importance.
Due to current staffing levels, we encourage you to schedule an appointment prior to coming to the office. Most
appointments can be handled via TEAMS or Zoom and will be scheduled accordingly. We are receiving live
phone calls Monday through Thursday and strive to return calls within 24 hours. On Friday, please leave a
detailed message including the address of the property you are inquiring about and we will call you back on
Monday.
 
We accept new project submittals and resubmittals by email and do not require hard copy plans; payments can
be mailed or dropped off at our office. For Code Enforcement-related issues, call the Code Enforcement Hotline
at 707-257-9646. For more information, visit: https://www.cityofnapa.org/915/Coronavirus-COVID-19-Update
 
From: Amy Martenson  
Sent: Saturday, August 14, 2021 9:33 AM
To: Amy Martenson 
Subject: Fwd: EHT Victorious in Federal Court Case Against the FCC on Wireless Radia�on Limits
 
[EXTERNAL]
Dear local decision maker:
I am forwarding the recent federal court decision ordering the FCC to explain its wireless (RF) radia�on exposure
limit in response to a lawsuit from safe tech advocates regarding the FCC’s failure to review the scien�fic
literature since 1996 and update its exposure limit accordingly.
There should be a a moratorium on the approval of any new cell antennas or cell towers un�l the applicant can
show proof that the FCC has complied with the order.
Sincerely,
Amy Martenson
 

Begin forwarded message:
 
From: "Dr. Devra Davis, PhD" <info@ehtrust.org>
Subject: EHT Victorious in Federal Court Case Against the FCC on Wireless
Radiation Limits
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Date: August 13, 2021 at 2:39:31 PM PDT
To  
Reply-To: info@ehtrust.org
 

 

In Historic Decision, Federal Court Orders FCC to Explain Why It
Ignored Scientific Evidence Showing Harm From Wireless Radiation

 

United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit judges
in favor of environmental health groups and petitioners; finds FCC
violated the Administrative Procedure Act and failed to respond to
comments on environmental harm.
 
Today, the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit ruled
in the historic case EHT et al. v. the FCC that the December 2019 decision by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to retain its 1996 safety limits for
human exposure to wireless radiation was “arbitrary and capricious.”  
 
The court held that the FCC failed to respond to “record evidence that exposure to
RF radiation at levels below the Commission’s current limits may cause negative
health effects unrelated to cancer." Further, the agency demonstrated "a complete
failure to respond to comments concerning environmental harm caused by RF
radiation." 
 
"We are delighted that the court upheld the rule of law and found that the FCC
must provide a reasoned record of review for the thousands of pages of scientific
evidence submitted by Environmental Health Trust and many other expert
authorities in this precedent setting case. No agency is above the law. The
American people are well served," said Dr. Devra Davis, president of
Environmental Health Trust. 
 
Edward B. Myers, attorney for Environmental Health Trust, the lead petitioner in
the case, EHT et al. v. the FCC stated, "The court granted the petitions for review
because, contrary to the requirements of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA),
the commission failed to provide a reasoned explanation for its assertion that its
guidelines adequately protect against the harmful effects of exposure to
radiofrequency radiation."
 
"I am very pleased to see that the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit has ruled that the FCC ignored decades of studies about the
potential health harms of cell phone radiation and must adequately review this
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material before making a decision about new regulations of cell phones," said Dr.
Jerome Paulson, former American Academy of Pediatrics Environmental Health
Council Chair and now Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics and Environmental and
Occupational Health at George Washington University School of Medicine and
Health Sciences and Milken Institute School of Public Health. "It is very important
that the court ruled that the FCC must address the impacts of radiofrequency
radiation on the health of children amassed since 1996." The American Academy
of Pediatrics’ submission to the FCC called for a review of safety limits to protect
children and pregnant women. 
 
 
In overturning the FCC determination for its lack of reasoned decision making, the
court wrote that the commission cannot rely on agencies like the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) if the FDA’s conclusions are provided without explanation.  
 
"While imitation may be the highest form of flattery, it does not meet even the low
threshold of reasoned analysis required by the APA under the deferential standard
of review that governs here. One agency’s unexplained adoption of an
unreasoned analysis just compounds rather than vitiates the analytical void. Said
another way, two wrongs do not make a right," the court wrote. 
 
The court further noted that the FCC failed to respond to approximately 200
comments on the record by people who experienced illness or injury from
electromagnetic radiation sickness. 
 
The court ordered the commission to “(i) provide a reasoned explanation for its
decision to retain its testing procedures for determining whether cell phones and
other portable electronic devices comply with its guidelines, (ii) address the
impacts of RF radiation on children, the health implications of long-term exposure
to RF radiation, the ubiquity of wireless devices, and other technological
developments that have occurred since the Commission last updated its
guidelines, and (iii) address the impacts of RF radiation on the environment.”
 
Download August 13, 2021 United States Court of Appeals, District of
Columbia Circuit ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TRUST, ET AL., PETITIONERS
v. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION AND UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA
 
The landmark case centers around the FCC’s decision not to update its 1996
exposure limits for wireless radiation from cell phones, cell towers, and wireless
devices. Environmental Health Trust experts have long argued that the FCC’s
outdated limits place Americans everywhere at risk, especially in the era of 5G.  

 

Read More About the Case Against the FCC

 

In response to the court’s historic ruling, Environmental Health Trust and
petitioners released the following statements: 
 
Devra Davis PhD, MPH, President Environmental Health Trust, author of
Disconnect: The Truth About Cell Phone Radiation, What the Industry Is
Doing to Hide It and How to Protect Your Family. 
 
“If cell phones were a drug they would have been banned years ago. 5G would
never have been allowed to market. An ever mounting body of published studies
— ignored by the FCC — clearly indicates that exposure to wireless radiation can
lead to numerous health effects, especially for children. Research indicates
wireless radiation increases cancer risk, damages memory, alters brain
development, impacts reproductive health, and much more. Furthermore, the way
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the FCC measures our daily exposure to cell phone and cell tower radiation is
fatally flawed and provides a false sense of security.” 
 
“Environmental Health Trust submitted hundreds of pages of scientific evidence
to the FCC over the last several years documenting the scientific data showing
harm, the need for health agencies to create safety limits that protect against
biological effects, and the urgency for infrastructure policy that prioritizes wired
rather wireless communications to reduce public exposure. While there is a lot of
work left to do, today’s ruling is an important step in protecting people against the
harms caused by wireless radiation exposure. Unfortunately, the telecom industry
is now pushing millions of new 5G wireless antennas into neighborhoods and
billions of new wireless devices, putting more in harm’s way everyday. 
 
“While we celebrate today’s victory, we must look forward. Where do we go from
here? We need a congressional hearing into how this agency operated above the
law to ensure it never happens again. Committing to 5G merely ensures
commercial success in selling new devices and cannot bridge the digital divide
where many disadvantaged groups lack access to basic technologies. As we
detail in EHT’s letter to President Biden, the priority for infrastructure should be
for wired rather than wireless internet connections. The U.S. needs a federal
action plan on the issue of wireless radiation that should be informed by the latest
science showing that current levels of radiation can damage human health and the
environment.”
 
Theodora Scarato MSW, Executive Director of Environmental Health Trust
and a petitioner in the case. 
 
“This is a win for our children, our future, and our environment. The court's
decision should be a wake-up call worldwide. There was no premarket safety
testing for cell phones or wireless networks before they came on the market
decades ago. As the court points out in the ruling, silence from federal health and
environmental agencies does ‘not constitute a reasoned explanation for the
Commission’s decision.’ This ruling highlights how there has been no scientific
review of the full body of scientific research to ensure people and the environment
are protected. No federal agency has reviewed science indicating impacts to the
brain, reproduction, trees, or wildlife — not the Food and Drug Administration, not
the Centers for Disease Control, not the National Cancer Institute, not the
Environmental Protection Agency. For decades, each of these agencies has
downplayed the health effects of wireless radiation on their public websites. A
telecom-financed scientist drafted webpages to be put online by our federal
government. When people try to stop a cell tower from being built in front of their
homes, they are told by their elected leaders that they cannot consider the issue of
health effects due to the Telecommunications Act of 1996. This has to stop.
 
“We need an investigation of how our country ended up in this situation and a
federal action plan to ensure it never happens again. It is imperative that our
federal agencies immediately act to protect human health and the environment.”  
 
Statement by Cindy Franklin of Consumers for Safe Phones, an organization
that was a petitioner in the case.
 
"The FCC must now admit that its 25-year-old exposure guidelines are bogus. Our
federal regulatory agencies are mandated to protect people and the environment
from the known biological harm from exposure to microwave radiofrequency
radiation. This ruling shows they have failed to do their jobs. The wireless industry
can no longer hide behind the FCC’s so-called ‘safe’ exposure guidelines.”
 
Statement of Liz Barris of The People's Initiative Foundation.
“This day is a long time coming! So many people are suffering from the effects of
wireless radiation and SO MANY are not even connecting their symptoms,
illnesses, cancers, and even deaths to the radiation that is causing it because they
trust and believe their government! The FCC failed to respond to ANY of the
documentation submitted to them that people are being injured by ALL types of
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wireless radiation, from cell phones and Wi-Fi to smart meters and cell towers. We
need limits, backed by science, that do not harm people or our environment and
thus far, the science shows that the only safe wireless radiation is no wireless
radiation. Hard wired ethernet connections with plugin portals everywhere for cell
phones and internet may be our best bet.”
 
About the Case
In EHT et al. v. the FCC, petitioners argued that the FCC ignored thousands of
pages of research and expert testimony showing harmful effects from wireless
radiofrequency radiation to humans, wildlife, and the environment when it decided
that the 1996 wireless radiation limits did not need to be updated with a full health
and safety review.  
 
Environmental Health Trust filed its case in the Court of Appeals with Consumers
for Safe Phones, Elizabeth Barris, and Theodora Scarato, MSW. They were
represented by attorney Edward B. Myers. EHT’s case was then consolidated with
a separate case filed by Children’s Health Defense, Michelle Hertz, Petra Brokken,
Dr. David O. Carpenter, Dr. Toril Jelter, Dr. Paul Dart, Dr. Ann Lee, Virginia Farver,
Jennifer Baran, and Paul Stanley M.Ed. Children’s Health Defense was
represented by attorney Scott McCullough and Robert Kennedy Jr. Evidentiary
briefs were jointly filed. Scott McCullough represented Environmental Health Trust,
Children’s Health Defense, and petitioners in the oral arguments.
 
Oral arguments were held January 25, 2021, before a three-judge panel of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit including Hons. Karen
Henderson, Patricia Millett, and Robert Wilkins. 
 
Environmental Health Trust attorney Edward B. Myers previously intervened in the
successful case of the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) and several
Native American tribes against the FCC. In this earlier case, the court upheld the
relevance of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The NRDC filed an
amicus brief in the EHT et al., v FCC case as well. 
 
The FCC is represented in-house by William J. Scher, Ashley Stocks Boizelle,
Jacob M. Lewis, and Richard Kiser Welch.  

 

Read More About the Lawsuit
 

 

Your Support Brought Us to Victory
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From:                                             Lauren Niehaus
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 1:45 PM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         RE: Item 4 - 3:30pm Council Mee�ng - Public Comment
A�achments:                               City of Napa Public Comment Niehaus_8.17.2021.pdf

 
[EXTERNAL]
City Clerk Carranza,
 
A�ached please find wri�en comment for the record for the August 17th City Council mee�ng at
3:30pm, item number 4.
 
Thank you,
 
 

Lauren Niehaus  I  Director of Government RelationsI  303.827.9039
 I  LNiehaus@harvestinc.com
Confiden�al communica�on no�ce: This e-mail and any files transmi�ed with it are the property of Harvest Health &
Recrea�on, Inc. and/or its affiliates, are confiden�al, and are intended solely for the use of the individual or en�ty to
whom this e-mail is addressed. This message may contain privileged, proprietary, or otherwise private informa�on. If
you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this e-mail in error,
please no�fy the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, reten�on,
dissemina�on, forwarding, prin�ng or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.
 
From: Clerk <clerk@cityofnapa.org> 
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2021 8:26 AM
To: Lauren Niehaus <lniehaus@harves�nc.com>
Subject: RE: Item 4 - 3:30pm Council Mee�ng - Public Comment
 
Hi Lauren, good morning.
 
Our public comment procedures have changed due to the re-opening of public mee�ngs in our
City Hall Council Chambers for in-person a�endance and public comment. City staff will no longer
be registering members of the public for public comment via phone call.
 
You may send in an email and we will enter your wri�en comments into the record for the August
17, 2021 City Council mee�ng. We will also route your wri�en comments to City Council and City
staff. They are no longer being read aloud.
 
You may refer to the agenda for more informa�on regarding public comment procedures. You may
view the City Council mee�ng agenda by clicking on the link below:
Agenda (11).pdf
 
Thank you for your par�cipa�on!
Tiffany
 
 
Tiffany Carranza
City Clerk
Pronouns: She/her
City of Napa – City Hall
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955 School Street, Napa, CA 94559
Phone      (707) 257-9661
Email       tcarranza@cityofnapa.org
Website  www.cityofnapa.org
 
 
 
 

 
From: Lauren Niehaus <lniehaus@harves�nc.com> 
Sent: Sunday, August 15, 2021 5:17 PM
To: Clerk <clerk@cityofnapa.org>
Subject: Item 4 - 3:30pm Council Mee�ng - Public Comment
 
[EXTERNAL]
Dear City Clerk,
 
I would like to provide public comment on non-agendized items at the 3:30pm mee�ng on August
17th. If Council is no longer accep�ng telephone commentary, please advise and I will provide
wri�en commentary to be read into the record.
 
Thank you,
 
 

Lauren Niehaus  I  Director of Government RelationsI  303.827.9039
 I  LNiehaus@harvestinc.com
Confiden�al communica�on no�ce: This e-mail and any files transmi�ed with it are the property of Harvest Health &
Recrea�on, Inc. and/or its affiliates, are confiden�al, and are intended solely for the use of the individual or en�ty to
whom this e-mail is addressed. This message may contain privileged, proprietary, or otherwise private informa�on. If
you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this e-mail in error,
please no�fy the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any other use, reten�on,
dissemina�on, forwarding, prin�ng or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.
 

Page 18 of 19

ATTACHMENT 1 

Page 26 of 201

mailto:tcarranza@cityofnapa.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Favanan.url-protection.com%2Fv1%2Furl%3Fo%3Dhttp%253A%2F%2Fwww.cityofnapa.org%2F%26g%3DNDdkZjc0YTlhZTc4YzliMA%3D%3D%26h%3DNzU2ZDI3YjhjMDNkNzhiYjI3NjMyNjdmNDE2ZDBmNGRiNGViNGM3YThkYTJlYWE1NjZmOWE1YjM3NGI1ODk0Yg%3D%3D%26p%3DYXAzOmhhcnZlc3RpbmM6YXZhbmFuOm86ZDBlOWU2ODIxYTUxNmJjNWUyNmNmMzZjZGZjM2EzMzY6djE%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cclerk%40cityofnapa.org%7Cd12d8568ac544b68299908d960f6b689%7C7c2235c73aee4099a6c4bde6470cfa85%7C0%7C0%7C637647435221481724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zex57TYUeZ5bTlpQc2P2%2F5hEmZqDpQhx9zWAIpMnfno%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lniehaus@harvestinc.com
mailto:clerk@cityofnapa.org
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Harvest of Napa 
2449 N. 2nd Street 
Napa, CA 94559 
 
August 16, 2021 
 
Mayor Scott Sedgley 
Napa City Council 
955 School Street 
Napa, CA 94559 
 

Mayor Sedgley, Vice Mayor Alessio, Napa City Councilors, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide public comment on non-agendized items.  
 
My name is Lauren Niehaus, Director of Government Relations for Harvest of Napa located at 2449 2nd 
St. I have spoken to you previously, and again thank you for bringing forth the discussion regarding All 
Access Cannabis in Napa.  
 
Harvest of Napa was the first Medical Cannabis operator in Napa and we look forward to a long and 
sustainable relationship with Napa residents and tourists, as well as with this City Council.  
 
It has come to our attention that there may be illicit sales happening inside of City limits. This is entirely 
unacceptable, and illegal, and we are hopeful that the compliant operators will be recognized by this 
Council in the decision to bring forth updates to the Napa Cannabis Ordinance. Bringing legal, All Access 
Cannabis sales to the city is the number one way to combat illicit operators from entering and disrupting 
this market. Harvest of Napa welcomes each of you to visit our medical dispensary in order to observe a 
compliant, well-run medical cannabis dispensary. 
 
I respectfully request your prioritization in bringing All Access Cannabis to the Council agenda at the 
earliest possible opportunity.  
 
I appreciate the support of this Council and make myself available to Council, and Staff, to provide any 
input that might be helpful in drafting an ordinance for the people of Napa.  
  
Thank you,  

 

 

Lauren Niehaus 
Director of Government Relations 
Harvest Health & Recreation Inc.  
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS  
Office of the City Clerk  

 
City Council of the City of Napa 

Regular Meeting 
August 17, 2021 

 
FOR THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NAPA: 

 
EVENING SESSION:  

  
SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE COUNCIL MEETING 
 
13.  PUBLIC HEARINGS/APPEALS:  
 
13.A.  Ace & Vine Card Room 24 Hour Operation  

• PowerPoint Presentation by City Staff.     
1) Email from Reed Onate received on August 12, 2021.  
2) Email and letter from Kerry Ahearn, Aldea Chief Executive Officer, received on August 13, 2021. 
3) Email from Monica Silva received on August 16, 2021.  
4) Email from Stuart Goldie received on August 16, 2021.  
5) Email from Alan Charles Dell’Ario received on August 16, 2021. 
6) Email from Robert Silva received on August 16, 2021. 
7) Email from Ellen Pinto received on August 16, 2021. 
8) Email with attachment from Nicole Angrisani from CostaLaw received on August 16, 2021.  
9) Email from Skip Keyser received on August 16, 2021. 
10) Email from Timothy Martin received on August 16, 2021. 
11) Email from Garrett Boles received on August 17, 2021. 
12) Email from Michael LeBlanc received on August 17, 2021 containing the following letters of 

support from:  
1. Marco A. Rendon 
2. Belle DeHippo 
3. Julio Deharo 
4. Johnny Wilson 
5. Tom Walters 
6. Nicholas French 
7. Jeff Woo 
8. Andrew Ehlow 
9. Roland Dario 
10. Gelene Sharpen 
11. Macey Horne 
12. Jaime Roscon 
13. Jordan E. White 
14. Dennis Ludoy 
15. Robert Valdez 
16. Jorge Curmera 
17. Andrew Wells 
18. Josue Trujillo 
19. Lumael Gonzalez 
20. Daniel Lopez 
21. Nicholas Lenz 
22. Wilfred Brucker 
23. Alan Culbert 
24. John Patterson 
25. Justin Moon 
26. Daisey Quintero 
27. Miguel Plancarte 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 174

ATTACHMENT 1 

Page 28 of 201



 
 
 
 
28. Juan Lopez 
29. Omar Alcantar 
30. Ashlin E. Pittman 
31. Mike Deleng 
32. Kevin Albritton 
33. Manuel De La Pena 
34. Garett Lyon 
35. Summer Vener 
36. Nick Orsi III 
37. Ryan Russell 
38. Myles McGinnis 
39. Rudolph Villegas 
40. Raymond Neville 
41. Ariana Ng 
42. Dan Jackson 
43. Tyler Hatter 
44. Chris Sarzll 
45. Don Smith 
46. John Clemons 
47. Michael Galyen 
48. Joel Horazy 
49. Ryan Searles 
50. Joe Park 
51. Ashley Lagrimas 
52. Stephen Evans 
53. Veravann Sun 
54. Adam Hernandez 
55. Devin Johnson 
56. Kurtis Blueford 
57. Ben Mori 
58. Chelsey Ginter 
59. Brittany Hudson 
60. Michael Fjermestal 
61. Mollie Poole 
62. Maison Poole 
63. Ammon Norstrom 
64. Frank Eose 
65. Kendra Ceron 
66. Andrea McGoldrick 
67. Carlos Navarro 
68. Mark Pickens 
69. Sam Jepsen 
70. Oscar Gutierrez 
71. Cotton Fisher 
72. Steve Amery 
73. Victor Caballos 

    74. Cory Walter 
 
SUBMITTED DURING OR AFTER THE COUNCIL MEETING 
 
13. PUBLIC COMMENT:   

1) Email from Elsa Vare and Milton Gaines received on August 17, 2021. 
 

13.  PUBLIC HEARINGS/APPEALS:  
 
13.A.  Ace & Vine Card Room 24 Hour Operation  

1) Email from Eric Smaldino received on August 17, 2021.  
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Ace & Vine Card Room 24 Hour Operation 
Use Permit 

August 17, 2021

City Council Meeting
8/17/2021
Supplemental I - 13.A.
From: City Staff

Page 3 of 174

ATTACHMENT 1 

Page 30 of 201



Project Site – 505 Lincoln Avenue
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Background

June, 2020: City Council adopted ordinance 
amending  Napa Municipal Code authorizing card 
room as conditionally permitted use in Community 
Commercial District. 

Council also adopted resolution approving a Use 
Permit to operate a card room at 505 Lincoln Avenue. 

The application identified the intent to operate 24 
hours a day. However, in granting the Use Permit for 
the card room, the Council elected to include a 
condition limiting the card room’s hours to: 
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Background

The application identified intent to operate 24 hours a 
day. 

However, the Council elected to include a condition 
limiting the card room’s hours to: 

(a) 8:00 a.m. Monday and 2:00 a.m. Tuesday, (b) 8:00 
a.m. Tuesday and 2:00 a.m. Wednesday, (c) 8:00 a.m. 
Wednesday and 2:00 a.m. Thursday, (d) 8:00 a.m. 
Thursday and 4:00 a.m. Friday, (e) 8:00 a.m. Friday and 
4:00 a.m. Saturday, (f) 8:00 a.m. Saturday and 4:00 a.m. 
Sunday, and (g)(1) 8:00 a.m. Sunday and 2:00 a.m. 
Monday (except that, if the Monday is a holiday [as 
defined by California Government Code Section 6700], 
(g)(2) 8:00 a.m. Sunday and 4:00 a.m. Monday)
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Use Permit

Applicant requests Use Permit to operate 24 hours a 
day. 
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Final Action by City Council:

Adopt a resolution approving a Use Permit
expanding the operating hours of the card
room at 505 Lincoln Avenue to 24 hours a day
and determining that the actions authorized by
this resolution are exempt from CEQA.
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The End

Page 9 of 174

ATTACHMENT 1 

Page 36 of 201



From:                                             Reed Onate
Sent:                                               Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:59 PM
To:                                                  Tiffany Carranza
Cc:                                                   Sabrina Wolfson
Subject:                                         Aug. 17 Council Hearing, Item 13.A, Ace & Vine
 

[EXTERNAL]
City Council
c/o Tifany Carranza
City of Napa City Hall
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Sedgley & Councilmembers:
 
I am wri�ng as a member of the public and not in my role as planning commissioner concerning
the Ace & Vine proposal to expand their opera�ons to 24-hour. I live across the street from the
card club and have comments I would like to share with you.
 
Their business has failed to meet their promises made in the original applica�on. I a�ended and
spoke as a ci�zen when the card club was first presented to the Planning Commission. While I was
encouraged by the investment in the old Compadres building, I was righ�ully concerned about an
opera�on with extended hours and its impact on the homes within earshot of the property.
Promises of no noise issues and security guards roaming the parking lot have not been met. These
few blocks of Lincoln Avenue between Silverado Trail and Soscol have a Wal Mart, old apartment
buildings, single family homes, light industrial, offices, and the Riverpoint Co�ages resort. At
various �mes, and especially around 1:30-2:30 AM at night, this neighborhood has to endure �psy
and drunk drivers racing out the parking lot, people being loud, and at �mes ge�ng into fights in
the parking lot. I have no�ced increased trash, and when the parking lot is full the employees and
patrons park across the street. The promises of an a�rac�ve newly landscaped street frontage
never came to frui�on, they added bark and the same tu�s of grass species through the whole
area of new plan�ng.
 
I would like to make some sugges�ons for your considera�on to help the Card Club be a be�er
neighbor, some of which I men�oned at the original commission hearing.

A masonry wall along Lincoln Avenue to help keep the party noise in the compound (with a
nicely designed wall sign!),
speed bumps in the parking lot help stop people from racing around in the lot,
clear exterior noise hours when speakers should be completely shut off,
Per the staff report, they have been open approx. 6 months, and have had about five police
calls, so does that mean ten police calls in a year are acceptable?; they should be subject to
clear thresholds that if the police issues increase beyond a certain range, the card room
would be required to contribute toward the payment of an addi�onal police officer to focus
on this por�on of Lincoln Avenue from Wall Mart to the Card Room,
a detailed on-site security plan that includes a security guards presence in the parking lot,
especially when the liquor serving ends; and lastly,
some well thought out a�rac�ve landscaping at the street frontage.

I see that other neighbors have wri�en to the council to share some similar concerns of noise,
cases of DUI crashes from patrons, and how gamblers and drunks can stretch police resources
thin. If the Card Club wants to make more money via longer hours, it's �me for them to prove
their promises of being a good neighbor.
Best regard,
R. Reed Oñate
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Napa, CA 94558
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You don't often get email from kahearn@aldeainc.org. Learn why this is important

From:                                             Kerry Ahearn
Sent:                                               Friday, August 13, 2021 11:57 AM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         Ace & Vine
A�achments:                               Le�er to Napa City Council 8.13.21 (002).pdf

 

[EXTERNAL]
Dear City of Napa Clerk,
Please see a�ached le�er regarding Ace & Vine.
Thank you,
Kerry
 
Kerry Ahearn, LCSW 
Chief Executive Officer 
Pronouns (She\Her\Hers) 
 
Aldea \ 2310 First Street \ Napa, CA 94558 
t (707) 255-1855\ c (530) 720-8325 
 
THE ESSENTIAL COMMUNITY PARTNER FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES. 

 
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential, proprietary and intended solely 
for the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient,  
you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication  
is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify me via email reply 
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2310 First Street, P.O. Box 841, Napa, CA 94559 
info@aldeainc.org   \  1-888-99ALDEA  \  www.aldeainc.org  

 
  
  
August 13, 2021 
 
City Council  
City of Napa 
955 School Street 
Napa, California 94559 

 
Dear Napa City Officials, 

 
My name is Kerry Ahearn, the CEO of Aldea Children & Family Services, writing in support of Ace & 
Vine. This is a great opportunity for Napa to have a family friendly restaurant with a card room for 
adult entertainment. 

 
We have met with Mike LeBlanc who has expressed interest in contributing to the community through 
nonprofit support. At Aldea we rely on business partners for financial support to deliver crucial services 
to the residents of Napa. We have lost critical funding from the Napa Valley Vintners which had 
supported the only Napa County drug and alcohol program for teens. We need to find new corporate 
partners to financially contribute, and Mike LeBlanc has stepped up to help. 

 
We have a deep understanding of the effects of addiction of all kinds whether alcohol, drugs, or 
gambling. We also recognize that the majority of the population is responsible when partaking in these 
activities. We were impressed with Mike LeBlanc’s security plan and community engagement to ensure 
this new business will be plugged into the Napa scene and our traditions of supporting each other. 

 
We support this new business in Napa. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
 

Kerry Ahearn, LCSW 
Chief Executive Officer 
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You don't often get email from monica@altamura.com. Learn why this is important

From:                                             Monica Silva
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 9:05 AM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         Re: Special and Regular Mee�ng Agendas: City Council of the City

of Napa and Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of
the City of Napa 8/17/2021

A�achments:                               Dad's Damaged Truck.jpg; Drunk Guy's Truck.jpg; Scan_0179.pdf

 

[EXTERNAL]
I would love for this input to be included when discussing the Ace & Vine proposal to be
open 24 hours. 
 
In March they had a patron (or possibly an employee) named Christopher Penfield crash
into my father's truck in Alta Heights, causing $16K worth of damage, nearly 2 hours past
their posted closing time.  The truck was hit so hard that it was pushed 20 feet down the
hill into a neighbor's vehicle.  Their bedroom window was 15 feet from where this took
place, so luckily it wasn't catastrophic, and my parents weren't hurt.
 
The driver was arrested for DUI and told the officers he had been at Ace & Vine. The
officers told my parents that they weren't surprised, as the business was already a
problem for them (and in reality, barely open at this point). 
 
A letter was sent to the two owners detailing the accident (as well as a copy of the police
report). Evidently they couldn't be bothered to at the very least apologize or take any
accountability, since they haven't responded. Which is appalling given that they are
single-handedly responsible for this man to wind up in my parent's front yard, black-out
drunk, at 3:30 in the morning.
 
This is a business already showing extremely poor judgment and zero integrity. Neither
owner lives here, they have no ties to Napa other than their card room, and they've
shown they have no interest in community safety or interest in operating a
responsible business. 
 
This would be a massive fail to approve this change.
 
onica Silva
Altamura Winery
 
PO Box 3209
1700 Wooden Valley Road
Napa, CA 94558
Tel:  707 253 2000
www.altamura.com
 

 
 
On Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 2:35 PM Clerk <clerk@cityofnapa.org> wrote:
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Sent via BCC (blind copied) to Mayor and Councilmembers, City Staff, and Members of the
Public who have requested to receive no�fica�on of posted City Council Mee�ng agendas.
 
Follow this link to access the special and regular mee�ng agendas for August 17, 2021:
 
City Council of the City of Napa Regular Mee�ng
 
Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Napa Special Mee�ng
 
Thank you,
 
Carlyce Banayat 
Imaging Clerk
                                                                        

City Clerk’s Office, City of Napa   
955 School Street, Napa, CA 94559
Phone (707) 257-9503                                                         
Email  cbanayat@cityofnapa.org
Website  www.cityofnapa.org            
 

                       
 
Visit our website for
up-to-date details on the drought
and ideas on how you can save water.
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From:                                             Mary Luros
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 11:34 AM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         Fwd: Card room
 

 

Begin forwarded message:
 
From: Stuart Goldie 
Subject: Card room
Date: August 16, 2021 at 7:22:19 AM PDT
To: Mary Luros <mluros@cityofnapa.org>
 
[EXTERNAL]

Hi Mary,
I hope you guys are doing well.
My humble napa resident opinion,
I don’t think a 24 hour gaming room is a good idea for Napa.
Cheers

Stuart Goldie
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From:                                             Mary Luros
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 11:48 AM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         Fwd: Lincoln Ave. Card Room
 

 

Begin forwarded message:
 
From: "Alan Charles Dell'Ario" 
Subject: Lincoln Ave. Card Room
Date: August 16, 2021 at 11:42:22 AM PDT
To: Mary Luros <mluros@cityofnapa.org>
 
[EXTERNAL]
Dear Ms. Luros,
I oppose extending the opera�on of the card room on Lincoln Ave. to 24/7.   Nothing
else in the City is open at that hour.  The former tenants did just fine opera�ng
during normal business hours.  
~Alan Charles Dell’Ario
 
 
Alan Charles Dell’Ario
2019 California Lawyer Attorney of the Year
Certified Specialist, Appellate Law
State Bar of California Board of Legal Specialization

Napa, California 94559
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You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

From:                                             Robert Silva
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 12:41 PM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         Ace & Vine
 

Categories:                                   Unverified Contact
 

[EXTERNAL]
Gree�ngs,
 
I am contac�ng you today regarding the proposal to allow Ace and Vine Casino to offer 24-hour
gaming. I would like to express my sincere disapproval of this proposal. 
 
Casinos do not foster economic growth in the communi�es they inhabit. That is not my personal
opinion but rather, a statement of fact that is well documented. 
The mere presence of Ace & Vine has affected my family directly. Not long a�er they opened, a
patron le� the facility a�er being over-served. It is noteworthy to men�on, this occurred well a�er
normal opera�ng hours. That individual ended up crashing their car into my parent's vehicle
parked on the street causing approximately $16k in damage. The individual called the police
himself and was arrested shortly a�er. However, we a�empted to contact Ace & Vine regarding
the incident, but the owners never responded, not even to apologize.
 
This proposal is likely the result of a failing business plan and an a�empt to increase profits by any
means necessary. It would be reckless and irresponsible to allow this to happen. Napa does not
need an all-night casino.
 
Thank you,
Robert Silva
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From:                                             Mary Luros
Sent:                                               Monday, August 16, 2021 1:36 PM
To:                                                  Clerk
Subject:                                         Fwd: Ace & Vine's Request
 

 

Mary Luros
 

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ellen S. Pinto" 
Date: August 16, 2021 at 1:30:12 PM PDT
To: Mary Luros <mluros@cityofnapa.org>
Subject: Ace & Vine's Request

You don't often get email from Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL]
Dear Mary Luros,
 
 
I am wri�ng to you to request that you vote NO on the Napa card room's request to
be open 24/7.
 
1. They are coming back with this request before their one year opera�ng
anniversary.
2.  The �ming of the request does not give the City Council enough �me to see what
the consequences will be.
3.  Napa does not need something like this 24/7.
4.  Just because they are not making as much money as they'd like is not a good
enough reason to grant their request.
 
Thank you,
 
Ellen S. Pinto
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You don't often get email from nicole@costalaw.com. Learn why this is important

From:          Nicole Angrisani
Sent:           Monday, August 16, 2021 3:07 PM
To:          Clerk
Cc:           Joseph Costa; Darius Vosylius
Subject:           BVK Gaming vs Long - Wri�en Submission to Clerk
A�achments:  Wri�en Submission of BVK Gaming, Inc. Re 8.17.21 Regular

Mee�ng Agenda for the City Council of the City of Napa, Agenda
Item 13, 630 Evening Session.pdf

[EXTERNAL]
In the BVK Gaming vs. Long ma�er, a�ached please find the “Wri�en Submissions of BVK Gaming,
Inc., Regarding Tuesday, August 17, 2021 Regular Mee�ng Agenda for the City Council of the City
of Napa, Agenda Item 13, 6:30 Evening Session.”

Sincerely
Nicole Angrisani
Paralegal

____________________________________________
CostaLaw
trial entertainment & business attorneys
17383 Sunset Boulevard
Suite A-350
Pacific Palisades, California 90272
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From: Tim Martin
To: Bernie Narvaez; Mary Luros; Beth Painter; Liz Alessio; Scott Sedgley; Michael Allen; Clerk
Subject: Ace and Vine
Date: Monday, August 16, 2021 5:47:03 PM

You don't often get email from tim@timtusk.com. Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL]
Deer Mayor and Council

I am writing in support of Ace and Vines request to do business 24/7.  I am a local Napa
resident and I think having an option for quality late night or early morning dining and gaming
is nothing but a benefit to the city.  
I know ownership has done their best to be invested in the community and provide a safe fun
amenity for the valley. 

Thank you for your consideration,

Timothy Martin
CEO
TimTusk
www.timtusk.com
tim@timtusk.com
Instagram:@timtusk 
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From: Garrett Boles
Subject: Ace & Vine // 24 hours
Date: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 8:35:15 AM

You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL]
Dear County Leaders,

As a business operator & local napa valley resident, I have found much added benefit to
having Ace & Vine as a part of our close community. The quality of food is as good as any
other offering in the valley, but the unique dishes really make it memorable.

Between the dedicated ownership and community driven approach that Ace & Vine has taken,
I would suggest that we support them in serving our community 24-hours a day. 

Having a great place to eat 24-hours a day would be a great value add for all of us in the
community. 

Garrett Boles 
Dir. of Hospitality 
ONEHOPE winery 
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From: Michael Leblanc
To: Clerk
Subject: Letters of Support for A&V
Date: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 11:20:22 AM
Attachments: Letters in support of Ace & Vine 4832-8807-7046 v.1.pdf

You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important

[EXTERNAL]
Dear City Clerk:
 
Enclosed with this email is 74 letters in support from local Napans regarding Ace & Vine’s request to
operate on a 24-hour basis. We submit this package of letters for the Council’s agenda this
evening (Item 13.A). Thank you for your attention to the request.

Mike LeBlanc
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August 17, 2021 


 
City Clerk 
955 School Street 
Napa, CA 94559 
 
Re:  Napans in support of Ace & Vine  
 
Dear City Clerk: 
 
Enclosed with this correspondence is approximately 74 letters in support of Ace & Vine’s request 
to operate on a 24-hour basis. These letters were authored by the individuals below, who all 
reside in the City of Napa. 
 


1. Marco A. Rendon 
2. Belle DeHippo 
3. Julio Deharo 
4. Johnny Wilson 
5. Tom Walters 
6. Nicholas French 
7. Jeff Woo 
8. Andrew Ehlow 
9. Roland Dario 
10. Gelene Sharpen 
11. Macey Horne 
12. Jaime Roscon 
13. Jordan E. White 
14. Dennis Ludoy 
15. Robert Valdez 
16. Jorge Curmera 
17. Andrew Wells 
18. Josue Trujillo 
19. Lumael Gonzalez 
20. Daniel Lopez 
21. Nicholas Lenz 
22. Wilfred Brucker 
23. Alan Culbert 
24. John Patterson 
25. Justin Moon 


26. Daisey Quintero 
27. Miguel Plancarte 
28. Juan Lopez 
29. Omar Alcantar 
30. Ashlin E. Pittman 
31. Mike Deleng 
32. Kevin Albritton 
33. Manuel De La Pena 
34. Garett Lyon 
35. Summer Vener 
36. Nick Orsi III 
37. Ryan Russell 
38. Myles McGinnis 
39. Rudolph Villegas 
40. Raymond Neville 
41. Ariana Ng 
42. Dan Jackson 
43. Tyler Hatter 
44. Chris Sarzll 
45. Don Smith 
46. John Clemons 
47. Michael Galyen 
48. Joel Horazy 
49. Ryan Searles 
50. Joe Park 


51. Ashley Lagrimas 
52. Stephen Evans 
53. Veravann Sun 
54. Adam Hernandez 
55. Devin Johnson 
56. Kurtis Blueford 
57. Ben Mori 
58. Chelsey Ginter 
59. Brittany Hudson 
60. Michael Fjermestal 
61. Mollie Poole 
62. Maison Poole 
63. Ammon Norstrom 
64. Frank Eose 
65. Kendra Ceron 
66. Andrea McGoldrick 
67. Carlos Navarro 
68. Mark Pickens 
69. Sam Jepsen 
70. Oscar Gutierrez 
71. Cotton Fisher 
72. Steve Amery 
73. Victor Caballos 
74. Cory Walter


 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael LeBlanc 
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August 17, 2021 

 
City Clerk 
955 School Street 
Napa, CA 94559 
 
Re:  Napans in support of Ace & Vine  
 
Dear City Clerk: 
 
Enclosed with this correspondence is approximately 74 letters in support of Ace & Vine’s request 
to operate on a 24-hour basis. These letters were authored by the individuals below, who all 
reside in the City of Napa. 
 

1. Marco A. Rendon 
2. Belle DeHippo 
3. Julio Deharo 
4. Johnny Wilson 
5. Tom Walters 
6. Nicholas French 
7. Jeff Woo 
8. Andrew Ehlow 
9. Roland Dario 
10. Gelene Sharpen 
11. Macey Horne 
12. Jaime Roscon 
13. Jordan E. White 
14. Dennis Ludoy 
15. Robert Valdez 
16. Jorge Curmera 
17. Andrew Wells 
18. Josue Trujillo 
19. Lumael Gonzalez 
20. Daniel Lopez 
21. Nicholas Lenz 
22. Wilfred Brucker 
23. Alan Culbert 
24. John Patterson 
25. Justin Moon 

26. Daisey Quintero 
27. Miguel Plancarte 
28. Juan Lopez 
29. Omar Alcantar 
30. Ashlin E. Pittman 
31. Mike Deleng 
32. Kevin Albritton 
33. Manuel De La Pena 
34. Garett Lyon 
35. Summer Vener 
36. Nick Orsi III 
37. Ryan Russell 
38. Myles McGinnis 
39. Rudolph Villegas 
40. Raymond Neville 
41. Ariana Ng 
42. Dan Jackson 
43. Tyler Hatter 
44. Chris Sarzll 
45. Don Smith 
46. John Clemons 
47. Michael Galyen 
48. Joel Horazy 
49. Ryan Searles 
50. Joe Park 

51. Ashley Lagrimas 
52. Stephen Evans 
53. Veravann Sun 
54. Adam Hernandez 
55. Devin Johnson 
56. Kurtis Blueford 
57. Ben Mori 
58. Chelsey Ginter 
59. Brittany Hudson 
60. Michael Fjermestal 
61. Mollie Poole 
62. Maison Poole 
63. Ammon Norstrom 
64. Frank Eose 
65. Kendra Ceron 
66. Andrea McGoldrick 
67. Carlos Navarro 
68. Mark Pickens 
69. Sam Jepsen 
70. Oscar Gutierrez 
71. Cotton Fisher 
72. Steve Amery 
73. Victor Caballos 
74. Cory Walter

 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael LeBlanc 
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CITY Of.NM?
|fY-CLERl

OT ^G 17 w^m

August 17,2021

Napa City Council
955 School Street
Napa,CA 94559

Dear Councilmembers:

Changes are rapidly taking place in my neighborhood and it is dear that our Napa Building
Code is woefully inadequate and out of date. It does not protect our residents fairly from
those who seek to build and flip a property for maximum profit, no matter the cost to
neighbors. I have such a project underway next to me. I have learned that a project that
qualifies as a "remodel" can be a blank check to the builder. Almost overnight, the old house
was demolished, WFTHOUT NOTIFICATION TO NEIGHBORS (not required by our code), and a
much larger expanded footprint appeared. Then 1' higher walls were constructed. Finally,
roof trusses were craned in creating a 3' elevation gain over the roof of the house it replaced
- the "MEGA ROOF" as the neighbors call it. That completely obstructed my view of the West
Hills, a view that had been enjoyed for 70 years. Yet to do that is apparently legal under our
current Building Code, and that is wrong. It is a transfer of assets from one property owner to
another WITHOUT CONSENT. Loss of view devalues my property.

Please update our current codes to reflect toda/s building climate, to protect against
exploitation. Loopholes should be closed so that neighbors are notified when a proposed
remodel of a single-family home includes a roof height greater than the existing one as well
as an expanded footprint plan. If a proposed new roof height is higher than the existing
home, poles should be erected to visually show neighbors what is planned. This transparency
of plans of the speculative remodel next door at 5 Lutge Court would have given me a chance
to request poles and voice concerns over the 3' higher roof line, which has taken my view.

Yours truly^

/^^^
Eisa M^Vare"

,'

Milton A7Ga
/2^^"^

City Council Meeting
8/17/2021
Supplemental II - 12. Public Comment
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From: Eric Smaldino
To: Clerk
Cc: Bernie Narvaez
Subject: Ace and Vine Support
Date: Wednesday, August 18, 2021 7:48:29 AM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
http://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]

[EXTERNAL]

To whom it may concern,
       My name is Eric Smaldino, I am a local business owner, I wish to voice my support for Ace and Vine to be
allowed to operate their card room 24/day.   I have visited their restaurant and property and found it to be a a
professional, well run operation.  I see no issues with the card room being open 24 hours/day.

Sincerely,
Eric Smaldino

Sent from my iPhone
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